Where have all the implants gone? The need for surveillance and tracking.
This article examines the issues involved in the recent, widely publicized failures of some implants. It is important that the health care industry and patients have realistic expectations of implants. The limitations as well as the benefits of current technology and practices must be acknowledged, so that the industry can continue to be innovative and sustain the confidence of patients. The author suggests that an important element in achieving this is for the industry to take the initiative in formulating an effective tracking and assessment system.